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Did you know that…. 

· Fairfax County Employee’s are self insured? 

· Fairfax County has a health benefits trust fund with 16 million dollars? 

· The health benefits trust fund doesn’t have bylaws or a separate board that 
oversee the funds? 

· Premiums are increasing 7-20% as of January 1, 2011? 

· Emergency Room co-pay is increasing from 50.00-150.00 a visit? 

As employees we can work together to educate each other on how to best use 
our health insurance to keep cost affordable. 

The Fairfax County Government Employee’s Union wants to make sure that we as 
county employee’s understand how our health insurance works 
so that we can advocate to keep cost affordable.  
SELF INSURED means that employee and employer premi-
ums are used to pay claim costs and related administrative 
fees.  Fairfax County management sets the premium rates 
based on claim costs and administrative fees and then the em-
ployee and employer shares of premiums fund the system. Any 
surplus at the end of each year remains in  the health benefits 
trust fund for use as defined by county policy. This fund is not 
governed by bylaws nor does it have a separate board to over-
see the usage.  Our premiums and ER visit cost are increasing 
without input from employees. We think this is our opportunity 
to work together to keep cost affordable.  
How do we do this? FCGEU members are launching a petition 
urging the board of supervisors to offset the increases in the 
cost of our health insurance. We know that funds are available 
and now is the time to make our united voice heard.  
Contact a union leader at your worksite, an organizer to 
sign our petition.  
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December 8th: 
 Noon - 1 p.m. Membership Meeting, Gov’t Ctr. 
 
 
December 23-24, 30-31: Union Offices closed for Holiday 
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FCGEU continues its work to 
represent our retiree members 
and protect the retirement bene-
fits for those members nearing 
retirement. 

Last month FCGEU board mem-
ber, Jon Miskell,  was chosen by 
the Board of Supervisors to sit 

on the Retirement Board as an At-Large Representative. 

This is important as another recognition of the growing 
strength of your union. But it takes on added importance in 
light of the spate of recent attacks on the pension benefits of 
public employees around the country. There’s never been a 
more important time to have a voice in protecting the retire-
ment benefits you’ve worked so hard to get. 

Congratulations to Jon and to all FCGEU members on this 
wonderful victory! 
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�������$�%&��'����� (  Travvis Mahrer, 
    Director (Police) 
Karen Conchar,    
President (DPWES)  Yvonne Dabney, 
    Director (Fire & Rescue) 
Joe Wilhelm, 
Vice President (FMD)  John Bails, 
    Director (FMD) 
Paula Woodrum 
Secretary (Fire & Rescue)  Jon Miskell, 
    Director (Housing) 
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